
BALDPATE INN SEVEN KEYS ARMCHAIR  TOUR  

 
Summer Enchanted Evenings presentation updated 2017  

 

 
Today we invite you to learn more about Baldpateõs buildings, architecture and our 100 years of 

changes v ia our 7 Keys Armchair  Tour.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Follow our key m arkers and m ap to collect your 7 Key stories.  

 

Experience for yourself the very special enchantment of The Baldpate Inn.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

OKAY, we are about to step b ack in time, grab your coat, put on your hiking shoes , we are heading to 

the Homestead and learn about our Key 1  features.   



 

 
 

 

 
Homestead, Saw M ill, Twin Sisters, Pinetop  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Homestead  
 

The Baldpateõs homestead patent # 591477 for 160 

Acres was from the Denver land offices in the name 
of Gordon McLeod Mace . It  is registered as completed 

between January 22 and July 9, 1917.  

  
Initially a small cabin was built on the property for 

Gordon & Ethel (currently the Homestead) and 

rhubarb was planted to fulfill requirements of the 
Homestead Act.  

 

Although this land was homestead as agricultural, as 
you can imagine, farming was diff icult and 

unprofitable. The determined Mace family soon built 
small tourist cabins, most likely Twin Sisters, the 

Work Shop and Pinetop, to provide additional 

income . 
 

It is rumored that Earl Derr Biggers himself was hiking past the Baldpate Inn at one poi nt and so the 

story goes, Biggers and the Maces mutually decided that being so similar to the heretofore òimaginaryó 
Baldpate Inn, the Maceõs property would be named and become the òrealó Baldpate Inn.   

 

 
 

The Kansas City Star first featured the Mace fam ilyõs 

homestead and the Baldpate 7 Keys connection in a 
feature story in September of 1917.   

 

 òA little bungalow on the mountain road from the 
village to Longõs Peak Innéthe sign that hangs out 

over the road òSeven Keys to Baldpateóé.and seven 

keys hang on the front door for a knocker.   Many 
famous persons find their way to this charming home 

and their names are left in the hostessõs registration 

book.ó 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

We find the first òBaldpateó signage on the 
Homestead steps in early photos . So by 1917 

Baldpate Inn begins taking guests.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

In each of its early buildings, the massive stone 

fireplaces provided heat and a hot water system. 
Only the most necessary items were purchased. 

Gordonõs experience as a patternmaker provided 

expertise for c reating a vast array of homecrafted 
items from furniture to massive log rafter timbers.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Our Baldpate Homestead ha s be en recently 

renovated with careful attention to 

preservation of original details as much as 
possible.  Having undergone several ad ditions 

and updates  over the years , this 3 bedroom 

home has a spectacular vaulted ceiling living 
room with original massive stone fireplace, cozy 

library, spacious dining r oom and full kitchen. 
It is  the perfect location for small weddings, 

day conferences , or just the family getaway.  

 
 

 

 
 



WOOD SAW * Wood cutting  

 
 

 

 
Financial resources being very limited, the Mace 

family utilized their talents and what they had in 

natural resources. The buildings were built by hand 
from hand -hewed timber cut from the property .  

 

Baldpateõs original wood saw is a 1921 Sattley hit 
and miss engine. It was a 7 1/2 horse power engine 

that was purchased from Montgomery Wards. It was 
built as a saw platform with a 30 inch saw blade. A 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

As you can see in this photo, our  saw no doubt 

spent many hours as a workhorse for the 
Baldpate properties.  It was a simple process, cut, 

haul, cut, stack, repeat  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Restored in 2010 for display by our preservation 
partners, American History Savers, it was moved to 

its current location near the Homestead.   

 
 

 
 

 

  


